
Unable to prescribe in primary care GP template letter
Practice Letter Header
Date
Address of Hospital consultant/specialist
Dear Dr 

Re patient:  add details (name, NHS number, DOB)
I regret to inform you that I am unable to accept transfer of prescribing responsibilities for the following medication
include Medication Name here

Delete as appropriate
OR

I am advised to return prescribing responsibilities to the clinicians in secondary care/specialist who started the following medication:
include Medication Name here

Delete as appropriate
In NHS South West London (SWL), the Interface Prescribing Policy (1) outlines the contractual requirements for providers of NHS services. This policy includes principles outlined in NHS England guidance on responsibility for prescribing between primary and secondary care (2).
Legal responsibility for prescribing lies with the doctor or health professional who signs the prescription and it is the responsibility of the individual prescriber to prescribe within their own level of competence.
The reason for not accepting prescribing/returning prescribing responsibilities back to secondary care/specialist, of the above medication is (Tick relevant box):
	Hospital only recommendation - This is a “hospital only” medication and in line with the SWL Sector Trusts Interface prescribing policy (as approved by the SWL Medicines Optimisation Group) is not a medicine appropriate for transfer to GP prescribing. As such, prescribing remains the responsibility of the clinician initiating treatment

	

	Insufficient information for shared care/transfer of care 
The GP has insufficient information to participate in a shared care/transfer of care prescribing (where suitable, GP to request shared care /transfer of care document from secondary care or send relevant document)

	

	No shared care agreement in place
There is no SWL shared care prescribing agreement in place and it is not appropriate for the GP to take on clinical responsibility for the prescribing of the above medicine

	

	Not approved or not yet considered for inclusion in the South West London Joint Medicines Formulary 

	

	Unlicensed/Use off label - Medicine is unlicensed, including “specials” or is being used outside of product license (e.g., licensed medicine used for unlicensed indication or at an unlicensed dose).
Note: Unlicensed medicines or uses of licensed products that fall outside the marketing authorisation have been included for use in specific clinical settings, where these have been approved for formulary inclusion. Prescribers must take full responsibility for prescribing such products and comply with the Unlicensed Medicines Policy as approved at individual Trust level. Where a formulary entry does not detail a medicine’s indications for use, the medicine can be assumed to be approved for all licensed indications.
	

	For out-patient clinic/Day surgery - Medicine or dressing is intended to be used/administered in the provider’s out-patient clinic or during day-case surgery (e.g., intrauterine levonorgestrel implants, local anaesthetic creams). 
	

	Requires specialist intervention and specialist monitoring - Medicine requires: 

on-going specialist intervention and specialist monitoring, patient receiving most on-going care, including monitoring, from secondary care/provider
	

	Other reason (delete as appropriate)
- Medicines only available through the provider, including ‘borderline’ products used
  outside approved indications

- Medicines used as part of a provider-initiated clinical trial or the continuation of a
  provider-initiated clinical trial or compassionate use, where no arrangement has been
 made in advance with the commissioner to meet the extra cost of treatment
- treatment is funded by NHS England
	


If you have any concerns or reasons not to accept the prescribing of this medication based on the reasons outlined above or would like to discuss further, please contact me (add contact details e.g., email address if not indicated on letter head)
Yours sincerely

Dr………...
Ref:
1. South West London (SWL) Integrated Medicines Optimisation Committee – Interface Prescribing Policy

https://swlimo.swlondonccg.nhs.uk/policies/interface-prescribing-policy/
2. https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/responsibility-for-prescribing-between-primary-and-secondary-tertiary-care March 2018
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